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Municipal Regulation and FAQs About 

URBAN CHICKENS 
 

In response to growing interest in food security and urban agriculture, many urban communities 
across the county, including Madison, WI; Detroit, MI; Ann Arbor, MI; and St. Louis, MO, now permit 
residents to raise chickens in their backyards. Raising urban chickens is a distinct process from larger 
scale poultry farming and can provide many products to residents including eggs and fertilizer. To 
support this practice, local planning and zoning ordinances have been modified in many communities 
in a way that maintains the health, safety and integrity of neighborhoods. 
 

What Communities Are Regulating: 
There are several aspects of raising urban chickens that an ordinance can control such as: 
 

Number of Birds 

Most ordinances limit the number of birds you can keep, or vary the number depending on lot size to 
prevent overcrowding. For consumption patterns of a typical family, 3-6 birds can produce sufficient 
quantities of eggs and is hence a common bird limit. 
 

Regulation of Roosters 

Roosters (male chickens) are responsible for the crowing commonly perceived as a nuisance. You do 
not need a rooster to have hens (female chickens) lay eggs and hens make little to no noise. Most 
ordinances do not permit roosters or only allow them if kept a certain distance from neighbors. 
 

Chicken Coops and Enclosures 

It is very common for communities to require that chickens be enclosed and do not “run at large.” 
They can also require that coops or runs be a specified distance from neighbors or buildings 
depending on lot size. These restrictions allow a coop, enclosure, or pen to provide ample space for 
chickens to roam while creating a buffer from neighbors. 
 

Slaughtering 

Communities may wish to make slaughtering of chickens illegal in an urban setting if it is not already 
restricted in the zoning ordinance, and several communities have done this. On the other hand, 
making slaughtering legal would require some additional specifications about location, time, and 
sanitary conditions in order to maximize food safety. 
 

Neighbor Consent 
Communities have required that a person who intends to raise chickens obtain written consent from 
each of their surrounding neighbors to avoid becoming a nuisance to one’s neighbors and prevent 
conflicts. In some cases, this regulation can be a burden on the chicken-owner and should be 
carefully considered. 
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Permitting and Fees 

Permits or fees for keeping chickens are usually similar to other animal fees. Fees may be 
appropriate if the community requires staff time to inspect or evaluate structures or practices. One-
time fees are usually in the $5-40 range and some communities require a fee only for allowing 
additional birds over the accepted limit. 
 

Sales of Poultry and Products 

Some communities do prohibit the sale of eggs, meat and poultry-related products from urban 
chickens on the premises. Generally residents who raise chickens use them for personal 
consumption and not for sale.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Do chickens make noise? 

Roosters (male chickens) do crow, however, hens (female chickens) are what people raise for laying 
eggs and they make little to no noise. Chickens are no noisier than other household pets such as 
dogs and cats. 
 

Do chickens carry diseases such as bird flu? 

Chickens are no more likely to carry diseases than other pets and are in fact less likely to spread 
diseases to humans than cats or dogs. Bird flu is spread via migratory birds or contaminated material 
on factory farms and is not a concern for urban chickens.  Providing food, space and water to 
chickens will ensure the flock stays healthy. 
 

Where does chicken waste go? Does it smell? 

Chicken waste is most easily dried out by laying pine shavings in a coop or enclosure and once dry 
should be cleaned out of coops regularly. Chicken waste is extremely high in nitrogen and can be 
turned into great fertilizer by composting with carbon-rich waste such as leaves and grass. Pure 
chicken waste should never be applied directly to a garden. If there is excess, it can be disposed of 
with regular trash. Large quantities of any kind of animal waste if allowed to build up will produce 
unpleasant odors. Hen owners find that cleaning their coop once weekly is sufficient to keep it free of 
smells and keep chickens healthy!  
 

Will dogs or other animals attack chickens? 

Dogs, cats and other animals such as raccoons, skunks, and foxes will chase, attack and kill chickens 
intentionally or accidentally. It is important to keep chickens in an enclosed area to protect them from 
potential predators. Dogs who run at large or kill livestock may be subject to strict penalties 
depending on local animal controls laws, so it’s important to check with your local government 
authority about possible legal implications or compensation requirements in the event of an attack. 
 

Can I get Salmonella from backyard chickens? 

Eggs from backyard chickens are actually much less likely to be contaminated with Salmonella since 
the flocks are generally not caged. Caged chickens have a higher contamination risk. Rubbing eggs 
with a dry cloth is sufficient to clean them. 
 

Can I sell my eggs? Where? 

In Michigan, you can sell eggs directly to consumers or first receiver processors without any specific 
requirements. You cannot sell directly to restaurants, grocery stores etc. Maintaining eggs at 45ºF for 
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safety, cleaning eggs and packing eggs in clean, properly labeled containers is recommended. Local 
ordinances may impact the hours of operation or format of sales on your property. It may also be 
possible to sell at your local farmers market.  
 

Resources 

An Arbor Chicken Ordinance: 
library.municode.com/HTML/11782/level2/TITIXPORE_CH107AN.html#TITIXPORE_CH107AN_9_42
KECH 

Ypsilanti Ordinance: 
library.municode.com/HTML/13981/level3/PTIICOOR_CH14AN_ARTIINGE.html#PTIICOOR_CH14A
N_ARTIINGE_S14-13KEFECHHE 

MDARD Food Law http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/Key_changes_in_the_Food_Law-
_2012_397208_7.pdf 
Backyard Chickens Website. 2013. www.backyardchickens.com/ 
Urban Chickens Website. 2013. www.urbanchickens.org  
Ann Arbor City Chickens. 2013. www.a2citychickens.com/ 
Residential Urban Chicken Keeping: An Examination of 25 Cities. 2008. University of New Mexico. 
http://66.147.242.185/~urbanch5/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Ordinance-research-paper.pdf 
Avian Influenza in Humans. 2013. World Health 
Organization.  www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/avian_influenza/en/ 
Avian Flu Surveillance of Wild Birds. 2007. USGS. 
www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/fact_sheets/pdfs/ai/AI_FS_20073094.pdf 
Very Few Poultry Diseases are Transferable to Man. No date. Penn State University. 
http://hensforhouston.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/man-disease.pdf 
Composting Chicken Manure. 2013. Seattle Tilth.  http://seattletilth.org/learn/resources-1/city-
chickens/compostingchickenmanure 

Food Safety and Cage Egg Production. 2011. The Humane Society. 
www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/farm/report_food_safety_eggs.pdf 
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