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Background and Motivation

The Washtenaw Food Policy Council Zoning & Plan-
ning Policy Action Team (PAT) has been working to-
ward the legalization of hoophouses for personal, 
commercial, and educational use within the City of 
Ypsilanti. A hoophouse is a passive solar structure 
consisting of a metal frame with a plastic film cov-
ering it, allowing in-ground or raised bed growing 
10 to 12 months of the year without the addition of 
heat or light.
 

Hoophouses are becoming essential in Michigan 
for viable small-scale agriculture in both urban and 
rural communities as a way to generate income 
year-round, and to supply fresh, local products to 
the businesses and institutions who feed people 
throughout the year.  Additionally, season extension 
using hoophouses and other methods has become 
a key component of the recent home and commu-
nity garden resurgence, which helps families at all 
incomes better feed themselves and their neighbor-
hoods. 

The Washtenaw Food Policy Council supports neigh-
borhood and household food security throughout 
the year for the residents of Ypsilanti and all of 
Washtenaw County.

What We Support

• Passive solar hoophouses should be allowed at 
any size. This has become the norm for urban ag-
riculture policies in leading cities such as Detroit 
and Cleveland.

• Hoophouses should be considered an acceptable 
primary or accessory use in all zoning districts.

• As an agricultural structure, per the state’s dic-
tate, hoophouses are different, and should be 
treated differently, than all other accessory 
structures. They should not be regulated the way 
a shed or garage is, and should not be subject to 
building department requirements.

• To create opportunities for viable urban agricul-
ture in Ypsilanti and other communities, a hoop-
house of 30×96 feet must be acceptable; this is 
the size for which the return on investment for a 
small business is most beneficial.

Hoophouse Support Survey

In order to gauge the level of support for hoophous-
es in the City of Ypsilanti, the Zoning and Planning 
Policy Action Team created and conducted an on-
line survey using Google Forms for supporters to 
sign on and express their interest in hoophouses. In 
the survey, respondents were asked why they sup-
ported hoophouses, in which zones they supported 
hoophouses (residential, commercial, industrial, or 
parks/public space), if they were interested in erect-
ing a hoophouse at their home or school, and if they 
would be interested in learning more or voicing their 
support at meetings or events. Open comments 
were welcome. 

Respondents addresses were also collected in order 
to visually map their location. Respondents were in-
formed that their addresses would be mapped. The 
survey was distributed via word of mouth, email, 
and social media networks and was open to the pub-
lic beginning on May 30, 2013. The responses as of 
July 2, 2013 are summarized below.

Hoophouse Support Survey Results
August 21, 2013

3D rendering of a commercial hoophouse on a vacant lot
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Survey Results

The survey elicited 150 respondents who support-
ed hoophouses. Respondents included residents 
of the City of Ypsilanti as well as people living in 
other parts of Washtenaw County, other Michigan 
counties, and other states. One respondent address 
was incomplete and could not be processed. Multi-
ple responses from the same address were count-
ed separately to account for multi-unit houses and 
apartment complexes with distinct residents at the 
same address. Of the 149 respondents who could be 
mapped, 83 were from the City of Ypsilanti and 36 
were from Ypsilanti Township.

Of the 83 respondents who supported hoophouses 
in the City of Ypsilanti, 78 respondents (94%) sup-
ported hoophouses in all possible areas. All possi-
ble areas were defined in the survey as including 
residential, commercial, industrial and public/park 
zones. Additionally, 46 respondents (55%) indicated 
they were interested in putting a hoophouse on their 

property. Seventeen respondents (20%) also stated 
that they were in favor of constructing a hoophouse 
at their church or school.

Results by Ward

Trends in each of the three wards followed the over-
all citywide pattern with nearly 100% supporting 
hoophouses in all areas, and almost half wanting to 
build a hoophouse on their property. The majority 
of respondents, 46 of  83, were located in Ward 3.

In Ward 1, 14 respondents supported hoophouses. 
Of these, 13 supported hoophouses in all areas and 
six wanted to put a hoophouse on their property. 
Four were interested in a hoophouse at their church 
or school.

In Ward 2, 23 respondents supported hoophouses, 
with 22 supporting them in all areas. Eleven respon-
dents wanted to put a hoophouse on their property 
and five wanted one at their church or school.
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Hoophouse Supporters by Ward in the City of Ypsilanti

In Ward 3, 46 respondents supported hoophouses. 
Of these, 43 supported hoophouses in all areas and 
29 would like to put a hoophouse on their property. 
Eight also were interested in a hoophouse at their 
church or school.

The results by ward are summarized in the chart 
on Page 2. Additionally, the map below visually dis-
plays the location of survey respondents by ward. 
Supporters were, in general, evenly distributed geo-
graphically within each ward.
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Conclusion

The Hoophouse Support Survey received an over-
whelming number of responses from residents in 
the City of Ypsilanti, and across the region, who 
were in favor of utilizing hoophouses to enhance 
community food security. By extending the growing 
season and providing fresh, local produce to individ-
uals, families, and businesses, hoophouses can pro-
vide many positive benefits for the City of Ypsilanti.

All respondents from the City of Ypsilanti indicated 
they supported hoophouses in residential and com-
mercial areas. The few who did not support hoop-
houses in all zones indicated that industrial areas 
and public/park spaces were the two unfavorable 
zones. However, it is especially encouraging that 
many residents are ready to install hoophouses as 
soon as possible, both at home and at their church-
es and schools.

Respondents felt that the climate in Michigan neces-
sitated the construction of hoophouses in order to 
cultivate produce year-round. They expressed that 
hoophouses would not only provide sustenance, 

but also enhance com-
munity collaboration,  
resiliency and self-suf-
ficiency, while making 
Ypsilanti a better place 
to live and visit.

Respondents also wrote 
that hoophouses could 
generate dollars for the 
local economy and sup-
ply businesses with lo-
cal products.

Overall, the Zoning and Planning Policy Action Team 
believes there is a great deal of existing support for 
hoophouses across the City of Ypsilanti and that this 
important issue should be dutifully addressed by the 
City Council.

Resources

For more information on hoophouses and how they 
positively impact people and communities, please 
visit the following links.

Find examples, resourc-
es, and workshops at 
MSU Hoophouse Web-
site. https://hoophouse.
msu.edu

Read how hoophouses 
are benefiting farmers 
and families in Washten-
aw and Lenawee Coun-
ties. http://www.annar-
bor.com/entertainment/
food-drink/four-season-
farming-grows-in-michi-
gan-with-hoophouses/

See images of hoophouses of all shapes and sizes 
on Pinterest. http://pinterest.com/growinghope-
hoophouses-greenhouses

For videos and more resources, visit the Zoning and 
Planning Policy Action Team website: http://washt-
enawfoodpolicycouncil.wordpress.com/policy-ac-
tion-teams/zoning-planning/hoophouses/

“Hoophouses are 
essential for true 
food security for 
communities in 
northern climates 
as they enable 
local food produc-
tion and harvest-
ing year round.”

 - Ward 1 Respondent

“Eating fresh, lo-
cal produce is not 
only economical 
and sustainable, 
but better for our 
health and the 
ability to have ac-
cess to it most of 
the year would be 
an amazing asset 
to the communi-
ty.”

- Ward 3 Respondent

3D rendering of a residential hoophouse in an urban area

https://hoophouse.msu.edu
http://www.annarbor.com/entertainment/food-drink/four-season-farming-grows-in-michigan-with-hoophouses/
http://pinterest.com/growinghope/hoophouses-greenhouses/
http://washtenawfoodpolicycouncil.wordpress.com/policy-action-teams/zoning-planning/hoophouses/
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Community Quotes - Why Respondents Support Hoophouses

Ward 1

“They give more people the opportunity to grow their own food year round. Why not??”

“I want to see everyone have the opportunity to extend their growing season. Extending the growing season 
provides the opportunity for people to eat a more local and nutritious diet and save money on their food bills.”

“It empowers people and our community to grow our own healthy and sustainable food for almost the entire 
year.”

“They are vital to increasing healthy food access in the colder months and they are quiet, structurally sound, 
and an overall great idea.”

“Hoophouses are essential for true food security for communities in northern climates as they enable local 
food production and harvesting year round. Otherwise we are completely dependent upon major shipping for 
our foods, and the uncertainty of food quality. Hoophouses also boost the local farming/gardening communi-
ty’s ability to provide year round food for themselves and income. While I’m not sure that this house will get a 
hoophouse, a small greenhouse would be appropriate and useful. I own another house that is a small rental, 
but where tenants are attracted by the garden and beehive, as well as learning about local growing. A hoop-
house would enhance their experience also and be a real draw for bringing quality tenants to the community.”

“I think it’s amazing that we have figured out how to grow food in the winter in Michigan. I don’t see why we 
wouldn’t encourage that.”

“More local food, more community involvement and connections made as we share food & growing tips and 
spend time together cultivating, healthy for all citizens and encourages healthy eating and awareness of food 
in terms of overall good health for all Ypsi residents at all income levels.”

“It extends the season in which people can grow food, both for their families and for the community.”

“They are easily removable structures that serve a multitude of purposes and can provide a controlled setting 
for educating.”

“Because it’s an easy and economical way to extend the growing season here in Michigan. Being able to grow 
your own food helps cut down on grocery bills and ever rising food costs.”

“Hoophouses are just a smart idea. They are a cheap way for local hobbyists, urban farmers, and community 
groups to supplement their families’ nutrition by extending the growing season. The growing season is espe-
cially short here in Michigan where the weather is brutal in winter. Making it easier for farmers to grow vege-
tables decreases the carbon footprint of Ypsilanti, helps fight obesity in our neighborhoods, and brings people 
together to feel empowered. If it makes us healthier and happier, then it is a good idea.”
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Ward 2

“Is it not a basic right to be able to plant a seed? Let alone allow it to grow without the worry of the trash 
that’s been sitting for years leaching chemicals into the ground or the squirrels that are so used to eating 
dumpster food that they consume all in sight? How many people in the city know how to properly raise a seed-
ling into a plant? What on earth kind of question is it to ask if people should have the basic right to grow food 
or flowers or god forbid learn how or god forbid get off the Xbox and play in the dirt?”

“They engage people in their food, and sharing food creates relationships that we can build on as a commu-
nity. We all need to eat, and leveraging that common bond toward other causes, problems and solutions gets 
people to come together.  It also creates economic opportunities and teaches personal accountability.”

“They produce healthy local food.”

“We need local, healthy food, and simple, efficient hoop houses give us a season extension which allows good 
food sooner, later, and more reliably.”

“Season extended growing is crucial to improving both our individual health and well-being as well as the 
health and well-being of our community. Growing food in our community:

1. Keeps money in our community that would otherwise be taken out of the area, even out of state or out 
of the country.

2. Improves our and our neighbor’s living standards by making locally produced fresh and healthy food 
readily and easily available right in our communities.

3. Reduces carbon emissions by reducing demand for food trucked in from far away.
4. Improves the health of our soil by reducing the demand for food produced by large agribusinesses which 

practice unsustainable farming techniques.
5. Reduces demand for oil, by reducing demand for food produced by large agribusiness which, because of 

their unsustainable farming practices, has destroyed the fertility of the soil and must rely on fertilizers 
manufactured from crude oil.

6. Increases local economic activity, both in direct production of fresh food, and in processing (drying, can-
ning, curing, freezing, etc). These activities produce jobs that cannot be outsourced to Livingston, much 
less to Asia or elsewhere.

7. Teaches our children to understand and appreciate where their food comes from and how it is pro-
duced.

Hoophouses for extending the Michigan growing season are critical to making small urban food growing a via-
ble answer to large agribusiness both for those in our community who want to grow their own food for person-
al consumption and a viable small business opportunity for the entrepreneurs in our community.”

“Sustainable urban agriculture is becoming essential to living well in a distressed economy. Being outdoors do-
ing the work of growing good food is great exercise that a person can do at their own pace through every stage 
of life. There are a thousand reasons…”

“Encouraging local sources of food is important in order to improve the quality of food and life in our commu-
nity. As the climate and our society change it makes sense to focus on local development and sustainability.”
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“The production of locally grown food is good for the local economy, and if it’s done organically then it’s good 
for the planet.”

“I choose local produce whenever possible for my business and for personal consumption. Hoophouses extend 
the growing season and increase the availability of fresh, healthy food.”

“People have a right to grow their own natural and healthy food. Hoop houses can extend the growing season.
I am a recent graduate of EMU. I love the city of Ypsi. Supporting hoophouses is a wonderful idea! Letting local 
restaurants have them will look fantastic to potential customers, because they know exactly where the food 
comes from!  They would be amazing school projects in the public school system as well!”

“They are an excellent tool for people in Michigan to extend the short growing season and grow more food for 
themselves and their neighbors.”

“We all need to eat.”

“Self-sustaining, local growth within urban settings is the best way for a city to thrive. Ann Arbor may be the 
tree city, but Ypsilanti should be the garden city.”

“Creating a strong, resilient and local food system is key to our success as a community. Importing food from 
1500 miles away is not healthy nor sustainable. Growing food close to home is good for the body and the city.  
Our community garden has been a rallying point for neighborliness and it’s a beloved institution. Hoophous-
es at community gardens, churches, schools and at private homes can help neighbors meet one another and 
share resources.”

“They can provide fresh and local produce year-round to businesses and families.”

Ward 3

“They allow people to grow healthy, affordable and sustainable food at all times of the year for either for per-
sonal use or for economic potential.”

“The community should be willing to support the local individuals and groups who are interested in growing 
fresh food. Many of us want to know exactly where our food comes from and will spend more money locally if 
we can see that our food came from the land we live on. Seeing more gardens and hoophouses will encourage 
others to consider microfarming as a way of life and not just a hobby. Let’s work together with the soil under 
our feet to feed our neighbors and stimulate the economy.”

“Sustainable food is essential for the environment and for those who can’t afford to purchase foods. Hoop-
houses are necessary to garden year round. The benefits far outweigh the meager inconvenience in terms of 
aesthetics.”

“They allow the people of Michigan to grow fresh, healthy produce year-round despite its long cold season and 
short natural growing season.”
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“Having a garden should not be regulated. It’s easy enough to enforce an ordinance that allows people to grow 
food in hoop houses and penalizes them if the hoop houses become a storage shed. Besides that, most people 
who would use a hoop house as a shed/dump are probably too lazy to build one in the first place.
I support a local, sustainable food system and sustainable businesses.”

“Fresh/locally grown food is MORE nutrient rich, less expensive & more environmentally responsible.  Good 
food should be available to ALL socio-economic groups ~not just those who can pay the high prices of the food 
co-ops, whole foods & plum market to name a few.  Thank YOU for asking!!”

“They are a great way to consistently grow healthy, local food for the residents of Ypsilanti.”

“Growing more good local food and thereby making life better in our city.”

“Increasing localization of food resources will help our community.”

“Hoophouses are great for a number of reasons:
1. Increased Growing Time Availability. The hoop house type greenhouse gives the gardener extra time to 

grow his or her favorite plant. Extra three to four months are extracted for growing extra crops.
2. Very Inexpensive way of cultivation. The Hoop house kind of greenhouse provides a cheap way to the 

aid of greenhouse enthusiasts in order to start crop cultivation.
3. Protection of crops from the predators and also extreme climatic conditions. They are constructed to 

protect the plants from many harmful conditions that are brought on by certain climatic conditions and 
also crop predators.

4. Many varieties can be grown. Since these hoop houses allow extended growing seasons, hence more 
species of plants are grown in these hoop houses.

5. Better income and also savings. People can grow different kinds of crops which are equal to additional 
savings or income . People can sell the fruits and the vegetables that are grown in these hoop houses or 
grow crops that are to be consumed for family purposes. Most of the growers get back the expenditure 
of building the hoop houses in less than single season of cultivation.

6. Hoop houses are generally denoted by their natural regulation of the temperature. No need for extra 
equipments that are sources of extra costs. They are generally warmed naturally by the sun and cooled 
using winds.

7. Hoop houses are able to relocate with ease. Relocation of these hoop houses are accomplished without 
the need for disassembling the structure and hence the this makes them very portable.”

“It is a great way to grow crops in off seasons, and would be widely used in an already garden friendly city.”

“The use of hoophouses extends our growing season at least two months in either direction. The more hoop 
houses we see in Ypsilanti means more food is grown locally and nourishing our community.”

“They will help the local food movement grow and flourish, and encourage local resiliency and a sense of food 
security.”

“Local food. You can extend the growing season and grown more food.”
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“They are key for allowing our neighborhoods and community to feed themselves, and for providing an eco-
nomic opportunity for citizens to grow healthy food to provide to others in the community. They are also 
important in education youth and adults year round about food and nutrition.”

“We need hoop houses for personal, commercial, and educational use within the City of Ypsilanti.”

“They are a resource to grow your own food for a family or a business while also promoting healthy eating.”

“Hoophouses will create a healthier and more resilient community. Growing a garden under a hoophouse in 
Michigan extends the harvest season to all twelve months of the year and the produce is ready for harvest two 
months earlier. Hoophouses would give us freshly picked greens in the winter that are full of nutrients instead 
of buying something that has been shipped in from somewhere else. Personally I want a hoophouse for rea-
sons of resilience and health but also for joy. Our winters in Michigan can be tough. But to have the opportu-
nity to harvesting greens in a warm hoophouse in February offers an easy break from the long winter season. 
Hoops make sense on lots of levels.”

“Growing our own food is satisfying and nourishing physically and spiritually. Growing in our community gives 
us something to bond over besides just television or sports (but go tigers by the way!). We can understand the 
value of food and not just the cost. Hoophouses will extend the growing season for everyone! It can become 
the modern day Victory Garden to symbolize the growth of Washtenaw County.”

“Right now I believe food security is very important for all urban areas, as well as people quickly developing 
the skills to grow sufficient food to assist in making sure the local population has access to fresh food as much 
as possible and reducing food miles. Hoophouses enable garden season extension and the possibility of har-
vesting fresh food even in the winter season ~ definitely imperative for true food security in our area. There 
is also a long learning curve in learning how to do this well, as is the case with gardening. Given our current 
circumstances with economic changes and uncertainty, and the need as good global citizens to cut back on our 
carbon emissions wherever possible, developing the skills rapidly to grow and harvest fresh food locally is very 
important for all of us. Many families also are starting to move in the direction of making incomes from local 
growing not only thru market selling, supplying their own families, and also marketing to restaurants that are 
receptive to locally grown fresh food. This makes our area more economically resilient,  builds community and 
gives us a much higher quality &  variety of nutritious, fresh food in our markets and restaurants.”

“Even this week we are hearing about people becoming ill from food supplied via an organic food company 
out of Oregon, that used pomegranate seed mix where people became ill with hepatitis A, largely due to food 
handling and a strain of hepatitis that is reportedly rarely seen in North or South America but is found in the 
North Africa and Middle East regions. People in 5 states were affected. This is a good example of how we often 
are consuming food where we don’t know the circumstances of its production and the quality of processing.  
Knowing your farmer enables more accountability and a sense of being able to get quality food, while sup-
porting your local economy, community and farmer.  It enriches us in many ways in the community to be more 
connected with our own food production. And hoophouses will enable us to do this year round rather than be 
restricted and thus still highly dependent upon food transported long distances.”

“Good for growing food, especially where there is little space.  Good for the community.“
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“Extending our growing season is a vital part of building a regional economy that revitalizes our food systems, 
living systems and culture with healthy, just and verdant growth.”

“Local, sustainable (organic!) produce is the way to go! Let EVERYONE have access to fresh, inexpensive food.”

“Good for growing food, especially where there is little space. Good for the community.”

“I grow some of my own food. I want others to be able to grow their own food to the fullest extent they are 
capable of and willing to commit to. At a certain point that means building a hoophouse.”

“Urban gardens are important to the resident and the community. The growing season is extended in the 
enclosed garden environment, adding to the local food supply. It makes use of solar energy passively, but ac-
cessibly to all residents.  It is a small but inspiring feature of a forward-looking community taking steps toward 
increased self-sufficiency and food accessibility.”

“We have a fairly extensive garden in our backyard. It really great having fresh veggies all summer, but it would 
be even nicer to have fresh veggies in the winter too. It saves us money and we know what went into our 
food.”

“They create greater opportunity for growing fresh, organic produce. We can create a better, healthier life for 
the residents of our city.”

“Hoophouses extend the seasons. Allow us to grow more food locally. Use hoops on vacant land.”

“More food in underused areas!”

“They are a good way to extend the growing season and there is no reason to not support hoophouses.”

“They extend the growing season allowing  more local food production. I see no drawbacks to allowing hoop-
houses in Ypsilanti.”

“Eating fresh, local produce is not only economical and sustainable, but better for our health and the ability to 
have access to it most of the year would be an amazing asset to the community.”

“It helps people support their families, grow their own food, and keep agriculture local, pesticide free and non 
genetically modified.”
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