
  

Full Council Meeting Minutes 

DECEMBER 3, 2012  |  3PM ‒ 5 PM 

705 N Zeeb Road, MSUE Classroom, Ann Arbor, MI  

 

WASHTENAW FOOD 
POLICY COUNCIL 
ATTENDEES: 

1. Kenny Siler 
2. Dayle Write 
3. Nicole Chardoul 
4. Sharon Sheldon 
5. Tim Redmond 
6. Michaelle Rehmann 
7. Yousef Rabhi  
8. Deena Jaffe 
9. Lindsey Scalera 
10. Bill Alt 
11. Nicole Miller 
12. Patti Smith 

1. ABESENT:  Amanda Edmonds 

ADDITIONAL 
ATTENDEES (FIRST 
AND LAST NAMES): 

• Wendy Barka, Guest Speaker 
• Kathy Feldbaum, Liaison for Public Health 
• Graham ‒ Intern at Food Gatherers 

NOTE TAKER: Lindsey Scalera 

DATE  
MINUTES APPROVED: DRAFT 

 

 



 

1. Opening/Welcome 
a. Tim called the meeting to order at 3:05 
b. Reading from Wendell Berry ‒ [paraphrased] Without farmers, we do 

not live; When ordering the importance of family, economy, etc. 
Ecology should actually come first.  

c. Reading from “ Rural Wisdom” ‒ Farmers produce food, not products… 
 

2. Agenda - additions / deletions  
3. Public Comment Period 

a. No public present 
4. Sharon Sheldon Special Resource: CDC Report on Strategies for Reducing 

Obesity 
a. Download Here: 

http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/downloads/community_strategies_guide.p
df 

b. This is to help PATs to identify some potential 
c. Lily Guzman would be willing to speak to the Full Council and/or the 

PATs individually 
d. Michigan Food Policy Council Statement: to examine and come up with 

recommendations for  
 

5. Guest Presentation by Wendy Banka on GAAMPs 
a. Presentation Notes 

• Never been more connected to the place where I live since I’ve had 
chickens 

• The policy issue is more than just about chickens or a larger farm ‒ its 
about how farming is an important part of the quality of life 

• Michigan Right to Farm Act: If you have the intent of even some thing 
as small as selling an egg, and you follow GAAMPs, you have the 
right to farm 

• The change for no control (meaning full individual rights) happened 
in 1999  

• In the years immediately after, MDARD was supportive 
a. Now, MDARD no longer holds that view. Since about 2010 they have 

changed their internal position and interpretation.  
b. They have now taken action by changing the GAAMPs 
c. Last fall, Virgil Smith ‒ Rep for Detroit ‒ announced that he was 

introduce a bill that would exempt Detroit from R2F 



d. MDARD took it upon themselves to change the GAAMPs so that the bill 
would not be changed. 

i. Language change was introduced that no one living in a city of 
100,000 residents or more had the right to farm 

ii. No public comment period was allowed and the language 
became official policy. Unanimous vote 

iii. Now 2013 ‒ the language would take away right to farm from 
about 80% (using agricultural zoning as the baseline) ‒ over 
100,000 residents 

iv. This is all non-legislative policy ‒ agriculture commission controls 
the process and final vote 

v. The majority of the citizens showing up have been chicken farmers 
vi. Next meeting is December 12 ‒ Meeting notice link: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/Dec_12_NOTICE_
404878_7.pdf 

vii. Current recommendation from the Ag. Commissioner  - is to 
set it aside for a year and set up a task force to study the impact 
and make recommendations about how to proceed ‒ vote down 
the 2013 GAAMPs 

viii. Contact the Agriculture Commission: 
1. Michigan Commission 

of Agriculture & Rural Development 
 
P.O.Box 30017 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
 
517-335-3402 (Voice) 
 
517-373-1104 (TTY)  
mda-ag-commission@michigan.gov 

 

2. Discussion Notes 
m. Attachment: 1-Pager Handout 
n. Website: http://sustainablefarmpolicy.org 
o. Yousef (by request of Tim): 

ix. There is a lot of great things about R2F 
x. It is a lot harder to get that right to go through at the local level, 

Ann Arbor might be an exception but down the road  - Ypsi city 
can have chickens, Ypsi township there is a fight going on to 
outlaw it. 



xi. There are still exceptions for local control in the GAAMPs 
p. Related to other local policy issues (i.e. chickens in Ypsilanti, township, 

gardens in Ypsilanti city. ) 
q. Question: Does Farm Bureau have an opinion: 

i. The original reason for the R2F Act was to protect farmers against 
urban sprawl 

ii. Matt Capp ‒ Michigan FB Spokesperson ‒ said Seems that they 
are more worried about it going to back to the state legislature 

iii. As of last week ‒ it was not clear what they will do. We don’t 
know yet what changes they will make ‒ or  

r. Sharon Sheldon: Motion to communicate with the MI Ag Commission on 
behalf WFPC to ask them to table the vote on 2013 GAAMPs and 
further to study the issue make sure the rights of all mi residents are 
protected in the GAAMPs Langauge 

i. Nicole Chardoul ‒ Second 
ii. Yousef - Amendment: Pause the make sure the rights of all mi 

residents are protected in the GAAMPS (Amendment Accepted ‒ 
Friendly Amendment) 

iii. Voting - Unanimous 
s. Lindsey Scalera- Create an action alert to and connect with others to 

raise awareness across the state wide networks 
i. Food Speak 
ii. ComFood 
iii. MichOrganic 
iv. Foodspeak 
v. Michigan Young Farmer Coalition  
vi. Michgian Voices for Good 
vii. Submit to Michigan Good Food Charter December 

Newsletter 
 

2. Nikki Casper ‒ Ann Arbor Student Food Co-Op 
s. Presentation Notes: 

i. Nonprofit Organization 
ii. 40 people 
iii. Mission: Improve Food Access on UM Campus 
iv. Funded by a grant to open up a food stand on campus, selling 

produce on Fridays from 11-5 
v. September they were on the sidewalk, now inside of Angel Hall 
vi. Did a survey last year of all the UM students (random selection) ‒ 

of the respondents there are really huge issues of food access & 



food insecurity, USDA food insecurity survey ‒ 40% of students 
report they are FI, as opposed to the %15 national average, 
interest in local food, etc. 

vii. New initiatives to teach students how to prepare fresh 
foods, etc. 

t. Questions: 
i. Improvements that need to be made in the food system that this 

policy council can take  
2. Students are included in the population that are food 

insecure 
ii. Is there interest in a shared use kitchen space? 

2. Possibly ‒ depends on interest, skill 
iii. Surveys ‒ data & analyses shareable? 

2. Working on it ‒ putting it into a sharable form 
3. Different forms of Analyses on the data 

2. Break to Excuse Non-Council Members  
3. Council Business - Correct/Accept Previous Meeting Minutes  

a. Minutes approval ‒ Lindsey will send them out together, Poll to say to if 
you approve or not in the email 

b. Michaelle ‒ add Lindsey & Kathy to the Google group mailing list as 
admins 

4. Old Business 
a. PR 

i. We have 3x5 Promo Card ‒ purpose of card is to recruit for PATs 
and to bring in more folks who are aware of the work ‒ the more 
folks we have in the PATs 

ii. Please bring these home with you ‒ share them, hand them out, 
place in public spots 

b. Funding 
i. Ann Arbor Community Foundation will meet with us to discuss 

support 
ii. We may also get some grant applications out 
iii. Donate Button ‒ brings up the point that we’ll need to discuss 

c. Website Update 
i. Added space for council member bios 
ii. Added Descriptions of each of the policy action teams 
iii.  Will make the request for that information via email after the 

meeting so as not to take up more time in the meeting, I'll be 
using a Google form to collect the information, which will also 
give us a more detailed contact list we can use. 



iv. I made the calendar more easy to find on the site 
v. Updated the get involved page to follow the 3x5 promo 

language more closely 
d. Interview for Internship 

i. Draft application ready ‒ Michaelle & Lindsey will put it out an 
interview applicants 

 

5. New Business 
a. Farmers PAT: 

a. Primarily discussion about what’s going on 
b. Young Farmers have been a part of the team, DuRussell (2500 

Acres of Veggies), Livestock Producer, Ann Arbor Seed Company 
b. Waste: 

a. Growing every month 
b. Haven’t been able to reach outside of the usual circle just yet 
c. Would be great to have a farmer at the table to start to focus in 

on an integrated plan or all of the opportunities 
d. Lots of information ‒ shared on Google drive 

i. Can you add washtenawfoodpolicycouncil@gmail.com to 
the drive - yes 

c. Rating and Ranking all of our initiatives, set goals and a timeline, focus 
on what will have the biggest  

a. On top so far ‒ service industry (restaurant waste); education 
campaign for the general public on how to purchase smarter, 
reduce food waste (toolkit); composting; school waste & 
packaging 

d. Young Eaters PAT 
a. Public Engagement Idea ‒ Demystifying School Lunch Interactive  

e. WFPC Official Minutes Protocol:  
a. Post DRAFT Minutes to the Google Group within 10 day of the 

PAT meeting 
b. Approve by sub-committee 
c. Then, at the full council, do final approval 

f. Recognize Liz Dahl-McGregor’s Resignation and review of Council 
Positions 

a. If you have someone you’d like to nominate ‒ send it to Patti 
Smith - teacherpatti@fastmail.net 

b. MOTION: Kenny nominates ‒ Michaelle Rehmann to be Vice 
Chair 

i. Others? None 



ii. Vote: Unanimous 
g. Other: 

a. PATs ‒ by our 1 year anniversary have looked at potential policy 
priorities 

b. Kenny ‒ Comment on Wendy’s Statement about only small 
chicken owners  

6. Close 
a. Tim closed the meeting at 3:05 pm 


