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Policy Action Team: Food & Food Packaging Waste 

Date of Meeting: Monday, February 26, 2018 

Time of Meeting: 8:30AM – 10:00AM 

Address of Meeting: 
Washtenaw County Admin Building, 220 N. Main St. Ann Arbor Michigan 
Lower Level Conference Room  

Washtenaw Food Policy Council attendees: Angela Porta, PAT Co-Chair, Recycle Ann Arbor 

Additional attendees (first and last names): 
 

Bryan Weinert - Recycle Ann Arbor 
Gina Pang - Washtenaw County 

Public comment (first and last names): None 

Note taker: Angela Porta 

Agenda: 

1. Call to order 8:30A 
2. Approve Agenda  
3. News & Announcements 
4. PAT Action Items Updates 

   - Plastic Bag Waste Reduction Campaign 
5. Adjournment, 10AM 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

1. Call to order, 8:48AM 
 

2. Approve Agenda 
a) Agenda approved as printed. 

 
3. News & Announcements 

a) January 23, 2018 – Podcast highlights: Why focus on food waste 

i. Emmet County’s Department of Public Works and recycling program 

launched a new effort to encourage their residents to reduce food 

waste. 

ii. Podcast interview “Give all food a future in Emmet County” 

b) January 23, 2018 - Guide Reveals solutions and best practices to reduce food waste 

i. New report from ReFED titled: Retail Food Waste Action Guide. 

ii. Offers opportunity for companies already engaged in the issue of food 

waste and those who may just be starting out. 

c) January 26, 2018 – Kroger investing $10M for hunger-food waste paradox 

i. The Kroger Co. and The Kroger Co. Foundation announced partnership 

with ReFED at the Third Annual Food Rescue Summit hosted by Feeding 

America in Washington, DC. 

mailto:reistera@ewashtenaw.org
https://www.petoskeynews.com/news/local/podcast-highlights-why-focus-on-food-waste/article_f4f7c068-b8dc-5e2a-8f2f-c97d6377422f.html
https://www.petoskeynews.com/podcast/
http://www.supermarketnews.com/sustainability/guide-reveals-solutions-and-best-practices-reduce-food-waste
http://www.producenews.com/the-produce-news-today-s-headlines/23284-kroger-investing-10m-for-hunger-food-waste-paradox


Washtenaw Food Policy Council   Policy Action Team Meeting Minutes 

Use this form to take minutes at each Policy Action Team meeting. Proposed minutes must be available within eight business 

days after a meeting. Approved minutes must be available within five days after the meeting at which they are approved. Send 

proposed and approved minutes to Ariane Reister at reistera@ewashtenaw.org 

 

2 

 

ii. This is in furtherance of Kroger’s new Zero Hunger | Zero Waste 

initiative that was shared in September 2017. 

iii. “We look forward to crowdsourcing ideas, funding prototypes and 

pilots, and bringing solutions that work to scale to transform our 

communities” 

d) January 23, 2018 – Retail grocers efforts to reduce food waste both helping, hurting food 

banks 

i. Technology improvements such as online ordering and auto-

replenishment programs are making retailers more efficient in their 

ordering, but it doesn’t leave a lot of excess for food banks. 

e) January 15, 2018 – Iceland supermarket vows to eliminate plastic on all own-branded 

products 

i. Iceland has outlined a five-year aim to replace all plastic packaging with 

trays made of paper and pulp. 

ii. A recent survey carried out by the supermarket found 80% of 5,000 

people would endorse the move to go plastic-free. 

f) January 12, 2018 – Theresa May wants UK to lead global plastic waste eradication 

i. May says she will put the issue on the agenda at April’s Commonwealth 

heads of government meeting. 

ii. Plans to expand charges on plastic bags. 

g) January 24, 2018 – Study: Increase packaging, reduce food waste 

i. According to Ameripen, a packaging solutions firm, the more food that 

is packaged, the less food is wasted. 

ii. Packaging more food to reduce food that spoils or otherwise goes bad 

still creates more packaging waste to handle. 

iii. Report suggests that food waste is more resource intensive than 

packaging. (For example, beef production emits 370 more times 

greenhouse gas than packaging production does) 

iv. “A closer relationship between the waste sector and packaging 

producers may be key to further reducing food waste” 

 

 

4. Food Waste PAT Action Items  

a) Plastic Bag Waste Reduction Campaign 

1. Film recycling recovery is up 10% from last year! 

2. Bryan’s contact currently checking in with stores to see if they would be able to 

handle the increase in film - so far the responses are positive. 

a. We need to ensure they all accept the SAME materials 

b. Would be optimal to have the same bins at each retail space -- this 

raises the question of funding mechanisms. 

mailto:reistera@ewashtenaw.org
http://www.wbrc.com/story/37334147/efforts-by-retail-grocers-to-reduce-food-waste-is-both-helping-and-hurting-food-banks
http://www.wbrc.com/story/37334147/efforts-by-retail-grocers-to-reduce-food-waste-is-both-helping-and-hurting-food-banks
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jan/15/iceland-vows-to-eliminate-plastic-on-all-own-branded-products
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jan/15/iceland-vows-to-eliminate-plastic-on-all-own-branded-products
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/am/theresa-may-wants-uk-to-lead-global-plastic-waste-eradication/9323022
https://www.wastedive.com/news/food-packaging-waste-reduction/515392/
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c. Observation: Menards has extra thick plastic bags. Question: Do they 

have a collection container? 

3. New York State Report - “An Analysis of the Impact of Single Use Plastic Bags”, 

prepared by the New York State Plastic Bag Task Force - published January 2018 

4. Stores that do not use plastic bags: 

a. Use no bags (put in boxes): Costco, Aldi 

b. Use paper bags only: Whole Foods, Lucky’s 

c. Must include in our campaign what the trade-offs are between reusable 

bag, paper bag, plastic bag 

d. Look into what incentives stores offer for using reusable bags 

a. Bryan and Angela have discussed the campaign with Recycle Ann Arbor 

folks.  

i. Working on a timeline of actionable items to be ready by March 7 

ii. Start putting out information to the public by end of April 

b) Is there a mission statement for this PAT? If not, we should work on developing one next 

time we meet! 

 

5. Adjournment, 9:45AM 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, April 9, 2018  
 

mailto:reistera@ewashtenaw.org
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/dplasticbagreport2017.pdf

