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WASHTENAW COUNTY FOOD POLICY COUNCIL PRIORITIZES RACIAL EQUITY 
The Washtenaw County Food Policy Council’s (WFPC) capacity for learning, community engagement 
and advocacy on racial equity was facilitated by the 2021 addition of five Council seats and a Racial 
Equity position on the Executive Committee. As a result, several initiatives are underway to promote  
equity in Washtenaw County's food system.  

Six WFPC members participated in a Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion (DEI) Learning Cohort sponsored by 
Michigan Local Food Council Network (MLFCN). A re-
sulting grant funded a training session, Uprooting Rac-
ism in the Food System, which was attended by 15 
WFPC members and 16 community partners. The 
grant also funded an Equity Action Project; interviews 
were conducted with Black farmers in Washtenaw 
County to learn their stories and what their biggest 
challenges are. Read more about this project, what we 
learned from the farmers, and plans for furthering this 
equity work here: Equity Action Project Report  

                                                                                         
The WFPC declared its commitment to racial equity by developing and voting to approve a Racial 
Equity Statement. This statement will be used to guide future work:  

Using the Racial Equity Statement as a guide, we are in the process of updating the WFPC Policy 
Agenda.  We want to ensure that our stated priorities are aligned with our commitment to achieving 
an equitable food system in Washtenaw County.  

The WFPC believes food is a basic human right and a core part of our 
society. We believe the laws and rules that shape our food system are rooted 

in white supremacy and must evolve. To work towards a more equitable 
food system, the WFPC prioritizes policies and projects that promote equity 

for groups that have been systemically excluded. 
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WFPC HOLDS VIRTUAL RETREAT TO TACKLE IMPORTANT TOPICS 
The Washtenaw County Food Policy Council held a virtual retreat on August 29, 2021 to provide 
space for Council members to engage with select topics more intensively than regularly scheduled 
meetings allow. Retreat topics were: Updates to the Policy Agenda, Language in Food Systems, 
Implementation of Off-Month Meetings, and Organizational Structure. As a direct result of the 
retreat, updates to the Policy Agenda are underway and a Racial Equity Statement has been 
adopted. In addition, a plan to implement off-month meetings is in development. One goal of the off-
month meetings is to create more opportunities for community members to engage with WFPC.  

The WFPC is a proud coalition partner of 
the Washtenaw County Black Farmers 

Fund, which strives to build a more 
equitable food system by investing in 

Black farmers.   

https://www.soulfirefarm.org/food-sovereignty-education/uprooting-racism/
https://www.soulfirefarm.org/food-sovereignty-education/uprooting-racism/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1Vf_1aO_NcpFwnpIdfzGqw_b2wxm9cWhf
https://washtenawfoodpolicycouncil.wordpress.com/learn-more/council-members/
https://www.wcblackfarmers.fund/
https://www.wcblackfarmers.fund/


CONTACT US 

Email: washtenawfoodpolicycouncil@gmail.com   Web: washtenawfoodpolicycouncil.wordpress.com 
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POLICY ACTION TEAMS: WFPC MAKES AN IMPACT 
Policy Action Teams (PATs)  are working groups of the WFPC which provide avenues for                                      

community members to engage in food policy work.  

 
Conducted a survey of Washtenaw County farmers to learn 
what barriers they are experiencing with infrastructure develop-
ment on their farms.  
 
Infrastructure Barriers for Local Farmers 

In 2021 the WFPC Planning and Zoning Policy Action Team gathered and analyzed data to assess how policies enacted at 
the local level impact our capacity to grow and process local food products in Washtenaw County.  

 Cataloged farm and food related zoning ordinances from all local governments in Washtenaw County, on topics includ-
ing animal slaughter, chicken-keeping, bee-keeping, and purchase of development rights.  

 Initiated a Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping project to display the variation of zoning and ordinance poli-
cies across Washtenaw County. 

 Obtained parcel size information for every address in Washtenaw County from Map 
Washtenaw to calculate the total number of chickens permitted in every city, village, and 
township in the County. Preliminary analysis suggests that local ordinances in urban areas 
tend to have more lenient chicken-keeping policies than local ordinances in rural areas, with 
significant effects on chicken-keeping capacities. 

 Drafted Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Fact Sheet. 

In addition, we engaged in the following advocacy work related to our interests.  

 Drafted and submitted letter in response to the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) request for feedback on 
Coronavirus Response Grants. 

 Signed on to the USDA Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI) FY22 Stakeholder Letter in support of continued fund-
ing for the initiative. 

PLANNING AND ZONING PAT 

A MESSAGE FROM JAE GERHART, WFPC CHAIR 
In 2017, Washtenaw County Food Policy Council (WFPC) members developed a vision for how the WFPC 
would operate by the end of 2022. This year, the Council has made significant efforts around one vision item 
in particular:  

The WFPC has the organizational structure to respond rapidly to funding  

opportunities and requests for collaboration. 

The WFPC organizational structure allows us to pursue external funding using the Washtenaw County Health 
Department as fiduciary. However, we are limited by Council members’ ability to devote the time necessary to 
complete the applications. To increase our capacity to respond quickly to funding opportunities as they arise, 
WFPC members participated in a Fund Development Learning Cohort hosted by the Michigan Local Food 
Council Network. A consultant worked with us to draft an external case statement which details who we are, 
what we do, why it matters, and how others can support us. Having commonly needed information in this one 
document helps to expedite the grant application process. We hope our efforts will lead to much-needed 
funding to support the work of the Council. 

FARMER  AND INSTITUTIONAL PURCHASING PAT 

Engaged in advocacy to improve food access: 
 Drafted and submitted Letter of Concern to Ann Ar-

bor Area Transit Authority (AAATA) in Feb 2020 on 
behalf of WFPC and FAN-PAT regarding restoration 
of service plan 

 Conducted an internal/informal analysis of AAATA 
restoration of service plan, using Bread for the 
World Racial Equity Scorecard to assess for equita-
ble policy and programming.  

 Drafted letter to AAATA regarding how equity is 
being assessed and accounted for with regards to 
restoration of service plan (in process) 

 Participated in ongoing calls for advocacy related to 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization 

 Engaged WFPC to support Medically Tailored Home
-Delivered Meal Demonstration Pilot Act of 2021  

FOOD ACCESS AND NUTRITION PAT 

Above: The AATA introduced its Temporary Service Plan in July, 2020. 

The FAN-PAT is calling on the AATA  for a more equitable solution.  

mailto:washtenawfoodpolicycouncil@gmail.com
washtenawfoodpolicycouncil.wordpress.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jkdROZIlkXXzI5XPc6WCxUIkWdOoMDMneGqwHpZDQt0/edit#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dPPiSwiyIQr5cR87kU9MWQfRX47r4yji/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jk-X7XAYRPHFR76YCUSTcwNpeMcfNLdF/view?usp=sharing

